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WHO ARE WE?
The Guernsey Arts Commission (GAC) is a company limited by guarantee with
charitable status. This means that the Arts Commission is a charity with a Board of
Trustees, a Board of Commissioners and a team of paid staff as well as volunteers.
Our aim is to promote, develop, support and be a voice for the arts in Guernsey.
The Board of Commissioners through 2019 Trevor Wakefield, Chairman, Alan West
Connie Helyar-Wilkinson, Natasha Keys, Mary Carey, Mark Cook.(resigned29/01/2019)
The Board of Commissioners is headed by the Chair of the GAC who presides over
monthly meetings attended by the Commissioners and it is at these meetings that
everyone is kept abreast of the work of the GAC and decisions are made on its future
development.
Supporting the Board is the Arts Development Team (ADT) and the volunteers.
The Team
Head of Arts Development -Russ Fossey
Office Administrator and Communications –Monika Drabot 30 hours.
Jade Kershaw Community Arts Administrator 25 Hours.
Finance and Office Administration -Tony Walkington 15 hours
'
Funding Sub-Committee
This Committee meets every two months to review all applications presented for
gov- ernment grants provided through Education, Sport and Culture and Event Group
grant via Economic Development. Application guidelines and meeting dates are
available on- line at www.arts.gg.
Committee members: Alan West (,Chair) Russ Fossey, Trish Grover, Adam Stephens,
Melissa Mourton, Rebecca Booth and Jon Bisson.
Volunteers: A number of volunteers support the GAC through various activities
including outreach and community events such as arts Sunday.
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MISSION STATEMENT

Purpose

H

ed.

he

La

To enable everyone in the Bailiwick to engage with, benefit from and enjoy the arts.
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Philosophy
We believe...
o The arts should be accessible to everyone.
o Creativity enriches the lives of individuals and our community.
o Appreciation of the arts is nurtured by exposure and education.
o The arts are key economic and social drivers for our community.
o The arts contribute to community identity and civic pride.
o Creative expression takes diverse forms.
o A legacy of the arts is critical for future generations.
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The Guernsey Arts Commission Supports, promotes and facilitates all forms of art, connecting
artists, arts organisations and businesses. The GAC also a responsibility to administer the States
of Guernsey’s funding for the arts.
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Mission Statement

Values
Access:
Advocacy:
Collaboration:

Creativity:

Professionalism:

The GAC is inclusive, open and embraces diverse ideas,
art forms and communities.
The GAC will champion the arts and artists in our community.
The GAC is committed to working with others to bring together
artists, patrons and communities. Collaboration and partnerships are
central to the work of the GAC.
The GAC encourages freedom of expression, diversity and
imagination, working in an innovative way and responding to
community needs.
The GAC will strive for the highest level of excellence, integrity and
responsiveness.
The GAC values accountability and evidence-based decision
processes.

Jorge Aguilar, Minister Counsellor Costa Rica embassy, The Bailiff of Guernsey
Sir Richard Collas, His Excellency Rafael Ortiz Fábrega, Ambassador of Costa Rica,
Frances Lemmon Artist, His Excellency The Lieutenant Governor Sir Ian Corder,
Trevor Wakefield Chair of the Guernsey Arts Commission.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Trevor Wakefield

As you will see from looking through this report, 2019 was, once again, a hugely
successful year for the Arts Community in Guernsey with a huge variety of arts
activities taking place. There are thousands of people actively and enthusiastically
involved in the arts, creating art and performances of incredibly high standards, either
individually or with the well-established Bailiwick arts groups and organisations.
The festivals continued to flourish throughout the year, providing an incredible amount
of cultural activity across our Bailiwick, with quality improving year on year. However,
we did receive the sad news that the Town Centre Partnership was to be disbanded
due to the retirement of Jack Honeybill. Over the years Jack and his team have worked
tirelessly to organise several events including the highly successful Town Carnival, and
we owe them a huge debt of gratitude for all their hard work. The good news, though,
is that a new committee has been formed to revive the event and I understand that
Jack will once again be in the thick of it!
Throughout the year the GAC has been working with the Community Foundation to
establish a strategy for the arts. The working group has proposed seven
recommendations, which have been accepted by the Committee for Education Sport
and Culture, and we are now working towards creating a strategy which can be
adopted by the States.
One of the recommendations was to strengthen the Commission so at the end of
2019 we advertised for new Commissioners. Over seventy people applied and, after
a lengthy process, six were invited to join the Commission. Throughout this process
we were helped and supported by the Community Foundation, to whom I would like to
express my thanks.
I’m delighted to report that the new Commissioners ‘hit the ground running’ and we
have been able to set up several projects that are ensuring that we can move on quickly with the planning for the new strategy.

As I am writing this report, the island is in the middle of the Covid pandemic and we are
all in ‘lockdown’. Sadly all the festivals and other events for 2020 have had to be
cancelled. However, the situation has unleashed a torrent of creativity in the
community. Everywhere you look there are rainbows, pebble towers have appeared
around the coast and on-line choirs and performances have proliferated.
GuernseyTogether has proved what we already knew – the island is bursting with talent
and creativity.
Technology has also played an important role during the lockdown and we have been
able to curate two successful virtual exhibitions. And maybe this could be a future
development for the Commission.
As we come out of lockdown and try to restore some normality the Commission will
ensure that the recovery strategy contains reference to the arts and creativity which
we know will contribute to the health and wellbeing of our community. I’m certain that
next year the festivals and arts events will be back as vibrant and successful as before.
As you look through this report you will see the huge diversity of the arts in our islands
and the breadth of activities undertaken by the Commission. So I would like to thank
the Commissioners, the Funding Sub-Committee, Arts Foundation Guernsey, and our
volunteers, along with Russ Fossey and his team for all the hard work and creativity
they put in.
And finally, on a personal note, this will be my last report. I have served for six years as
Chair and over the next few months I will stand down and a new Chair will be
appointed. Over the past six years I have met so many inspiring and passionate people
who care deeply about the arts. I have seen so much excellent work and it has been a
huge privilege to work with such a great team.

Part of our strategy is to form partnerships with other organisations and I’m pleased
that, over the year, we have worked with several groups including Guernsey Mind, St
James and the Music Centre. As we move forward we will enter into further
partnerships enabling us to produce the best value from our funding.
The Guernsey Arts Commission ensures that Government funding is allocated to
support a diverse and wide range of artists and organisations, and we recognise the
many volunteers who invest thousands of hours into ensuring the success of these
events. We are also thankful for the financial support, given by the private sector, to
these events.

Thank you
Trevor Wakefield
Chairman
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ADMINISTRATION OF FUNDING

GRANT FUNDING 2019 EVENTS
Event Group and Education
Sport and Culture Funding

The GAC administers the States of Guernsey funding made available to the Arts
Community. Funding comes from two sources:
•Education Sport and Culture (ES&C) allocated for the development of the Arts.
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ES & C

EG

Event Name

•Event Group funding though Economic Development (ED) which is allocated to
events attracting visitors to the Islands and enhancing visitor experience.

£5,000.00

£10,000.00

Guernsey Literary Fesriuval 2019

£0.00

£765.00

History in Action -Burnt at the Stake

Together the funding continues to enable, foster, support and give opportunity for
individual artists, projects, festivals and art events which add value, nurture
creativity and enable a vibrant creative environment to continue develop; for the
benefit of the Arts community, wider community and visitors to the islands.

£1,000.00

£650.00

Alderney Litarary Festival 2019

£2,000.00

£1,235.00

TCP Town Carnival

£1,500.00

£725.00

TCP Candie Garden Concerts

Whilst this funding is very much valued by the GAC and Arts community, in real terms
these sources of funding continue to diminish: ES&C funding has been static at £50k
since 2009 and ED funding which was £50k in 2009 has been fixed at £28,385 since
2017.

£5,000.00

£4,000.00

Vale Earth Fair

£0.00

£3,500.00

CHAOS

£0.00

£4,500.00

Alderney Performing Arts Festival

Application forms, guidelines and criteria for funding are available on the GAC website
(link). The office team regularly meet with potential applicants to offer advice and
support, prior to applications being presented at the funding meeting, held regularly at
two month intervals throughout the year.

£1,500.00

£3,000.00

The Victor Hugo in Guernsey society seminar

£1,000.00

Oddsocks -Sark

£300.00

Patrick Dickson - VH The Brainstorm

In 2019 the GAC received 10 applications for event group funding to the value of
£49,865. The 10 applicants were successful to the value of £28,375

£1,683.00

Proms on The Pier (GEG)

For ES&C funding the GAC received 28 applications for 2019 events to the value of
£117,566 of which £45,270 was granted to 18 successful applicants.

£1,000.00

Lihou ( guernsey language music and workshop)

£3,810.00

SOUND

£2,960.00

Guernsey Art Network - Art in the Environment

£900.00

Tru` recording of Guernsey language song and video

£500.00

Bridget Spinney - Gibraltar games artist in residence

£5,384.00

Guernsey Community Art Festival

£500.00

Aaron Yandle Gibralar Games artist in residence

£3,775.00

GNET RADIO

£600.00

Alderney Theatre Group -Mama Mia

£1,125.00

Tin Whistle A christmas Carol

£707.74

Sian Jones Art Classes

£650.00

Royal Photographic Society

£2,500.00

Guernsey Literary Festival Poems on the Move 2018/19

£1,876.00

Francis Lemmon - William Le Lacheur

During 2019 funding was also granted to a further 6 events happening in 2020 from
ES&C funding to the value of £11,495. These are: Poems on the move 2020, the Lions
Tale (play), victor Hugo in Guernsey society. Vale Earth Fair –PA restoration, Alderney
performing Arts Festival 2020, Alderney Literary Festival 2020, Victor Hugo in
Guernsey Society, 2020 weekend seminar.
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Support events to the value of £438,399
Preexisting
funds

Education Sport
and Culture

The GAC note that our
festivals and major events
are in the most run by
volunteers who commit
time, effort and passion in
creating the vibrancy that
currently exists.

65,209
Local artists participating

715

Visitor bednights
specifically for events

Event Group

2,955

Public grants

For every £1 which came from
government sources £1.91 come
from private sector sponsorship.

Ticket Sales
/income

The importance of the relationship
between Government funding,
Private sector sponsorship and
Volunteer should not be underestimated
in bringing vibrancy to our island.
Visiting Artists participating

228

Private
Sponsorship

Visitor bednights specifically for events

Visitors to events

2,955

6,380

O
O
O
O
O
O

Education Sport and Culture £45,270
£28,375
Event Group
£25,769
Public grants
£140,848
Private Sponsorship
£232,414
Ticket Sales/income
£1,804
Pre-existing funds

Events overall rating
Accessibility and Communication
Audience engagement
Art in Public Places
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Total Audience

82%
81%
83%

Volunteer hours 17,154 even at minimum
hourly rate is valued at

£138,947
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EVENT OVERVIEW

Victor Hugo`s The Toilers of the Sea written in Guernsey during his
exile here. Many islanders know little of the book and the story and
Patrick Dickson; director, writer, producer and actor, locally born
now living in Australia returned to the island to perform his one man
play based on the book. Theatre is an art-form grounded in
storytelling and this production seeks to de-mystify Hugo's novel by
engaging the imagination of the audience and 'cutting to the chase',
of the adventure. Performed to over 350 to great acclaim
Patrick Dickson - VH The Brainstorm
Proms on the Pier, a wonderful opportunity for an open air perform
from the Guernsey Jazz Orchestra to preform to an enthusiastic
audience who later also enjoyed the live broadcast from London a
brilliant experience for local audience to part of a world-class event
Proms on The Pier (GEG)

Guernsey Art Network`s annual exhibition, this year in the
beautiful open air setting of La Valette. Free for all to enjoy and
running for the month of August. A superb exhibition giving local
artists the opportunity to have their work displayed to a wide
audience.
Guernsey Art Network - Art in the Environment
Bridget Spinney and Aaron Yeandle were delighted to have their
applications accepted to represent Guernsey at an Arts residency in
in Gibraltar coinciding with the 2019 Island Games. The residency
culminated in an exhibition and also allowed artists from Islands to
examine the unique cultural of islands and celebrate cultural
exchange.
Gibralter Games artist in residence
GNet Radio was originally set up in 2006 and went offline in 2008. Ten
years later in 2018 it relaunched as a non-profit community station with
the aim of providing a platform for local talent. they now have a
permeant base at St James, unique online viewers have moved above
2,500 and are also a platform for other cultural events to promote
themselves
GNET RADIO

Tin Whistle productions, locally based
professional theatre company produced their
take on A Christmas Carol. Support from the
grant went towards schoolchildren experiencing
what was for many, their first theatre experience,
of the theatre with a a professional cast
delivering a superb performance.
A Christmas Carol.

Candie Concerts a series of 21 outdoor
concerts, in the beautiful setting of Candie
Gardens. The concerts organised by the Town Centre
Partnership are free and available for both locals and
visitors to enjoy. attracting an audience of up to 4000
across the 21 events they are very much enjoyed by
the artists who relish playing in this wonderful setting.
Candie Concerts
Without doubt one of the Alderney Theatre Group’s most ambitious
shows ever produced and performed on a unique stage: Douglas Quay
on Braye Beach. This outdoor spectacular was watched by over 800
enthusiastic spectators who gave standing ovations at the end of each
performance. Produced and directed by Charlotte Newton, the 1-hour
non-stop show, produced and directed by Charlotte Newton, was
performed by an all-singing, all-dancing 25-strong cast – which included
many new faces.
Alderney Theatre Group’s - MAMA MIA
Sian Jones is a champion in encouraging creative activity to improve
sense of wellbeing, uplift spirits and having a positive effect on mental
health. The support given to Sian allowed her to purchase materials for
a series of one to one workshops with individuals interested in
exploring their own creativity and the positive effects this could bring to
them.
Sian Jones
Tony Worobiec FRPS Landscape Workshop Guernsey, 7th September 2019 The weekend of
our landcape workshop with Tony Worobiec FRPS arrived with a cool breeze and threatening
cloudy sky, excellent conditions for putting into practice the theme - Photographing
Landscape Whatever the Weather.
Much use was made of the coastal landscape predominant in the island of
Guernsey, following on from the previous day's illustrated presentation by
Tony on Coastal Landscapes. Both workshop events were at capacity and,
as always, it was a great - Eric Ferbrache - Guernsey branch unity for local
members to meet other members and align themselves with current trends
in photography.
The RPS Royal Photography Society

Two brilliant shows by the amazing Oddsocks team - great music,
singing, acting and very funny. They really do bring Shakespeare to life
and make it very easy to follow the story; very accessible and
entertaining. The venue, the new am phitheatre area in front of the
Seigneurie, is perfect for this kind of show.
ODDSOCKS ON SARK, A MIDSUMMER NIGHT:S DREAM
In France Victor Hugo is a giant and he lived here in exile for nearly 15 years writing,
sketching and making his home unique in the world. He brought his family here, he
fed the poor children of St. Peter Port, his mistress lived in the same street and she
wrote him thousands of letters. There is much more to him.
Victor Hugo is part of our history, too, and he even dedicated his book The
Toilers of the Sea to us – the people of Guernsey. You should have come,
but there is always next year. The annual weekend seminar is dedicated to
celebrating the cultural asset we have in our legacy.
THE VICTOR HUGO IN GUERNSEY SOCIETY SEMINAR
In France Victor Hugo is a giant and he lived here in exile for nearly 15 years writing,
sketching and making his home unique in the world. He brought his family here, he fed the
poor children of St. Peter Port, his mistress lived in the same street and she wrote him
thousands of letters. There is much more to him.
Victor Hugo is part of our history, too, and he even dedicated his book
The Toilers of the Sea to us – the people of Guernsey. You should have
come, but there is always next year. The annual weekend seminar is
dedicated to celebrating the cultural asset we have in our legacy.
Francis Lemmon - William Le Lacheur

TRU` A folk trio from Northern Ireland , when visiting to play a t the final
Sark Folk Fes tival and hearing Guern sey ha d its own unique language
was keen to explore the musical heritage and record a song in their style in
Guernesiais. Supported by locally based musician James Dumbleton to
ensure authenticity. they recorded and created a beautiful video of Cha
Chon. Perhaps its only when people from other places explore our cultural
heritage do we understand the true value.
Click link https://youtu.be/EDkQig38LC8
Tru` recording of Guernsey language song and video
The Guernsey International Poetry Competition has 3 categories a) Openb)
Channel Islands c) Young people’s. The competition attracts entries from
all over the UK; Uzbekistan, Australia, Canada, France, Nigeria, Hong Kong,
Singapore, USA, New Zealand, India, Tunisia, with around 800 entries in
2019. Giving great exposure to Guernsey. Winning poems were displayed
on Aurigney planes, buses and at the Guernsey airport.
Guernsey Literary Festival Poems
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This year’s Guernsey Literary Festival enjoyed a record attendance of 8,605 over its six days.
The figure, which includes more than 2,000 children taking part in its education programme,
was 18% up on last year’s event, itself a record. Festival Director Claire Allen said that she was
‘absolutely delighted’ with the event’s success. ‘We’ve had so much positive feedback, not just
from those who went to the talks and performances, but from the authors themselves.
They commented on the warm welcome they received from the Festival team and the excellent
organisation of events. 'Over the six days, there were 67 speakers and 84 events organised,
including 18 educational talks by authors in schools to 2,283 children.
All the events were planned and organised by a team of volunteers. In
addition to its large education programme, the Festival organised one
talk in the prison and two at the Princess Elizabeth Hospital as part of
its community programme.
Claire Allen - post event press release extract.
Guernsey Literary Fesriuval
CHAOS

Chaos is a boutique festival, focused on the alternative music genre
and motorcycle enthusiasts. The festival has been running successfully
for 14 years, and has both a core dedicated number of visitors each
year, alongside a diverse range of festival goers from across the world.
The core mission of Chaos is to provide a safe, inclusive and diverse
festival experience for all, with high quality bands at an affordable
price. We pride ourselves on creating a space which brings acts from
across the globe to our Island, generating inspiration for the next
generation and empowering the local music scene in a unique way.

To deliver an island themed event of the highest quality at the most
affordable rate and to provide choice to the widest audience.
Events included Opera, song recitals, saxophone recital, 8 piece
Cuban band, Art Exhibition with Anna Gillespie and local artists, folk
musicians from the other Channels Islands and Salsa lessons.
ALDERNEY PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL 7
Following on from the book launch of "Traditional Guernsey Music". which is an
invaluable as a record of our traditional musical heritage.
Musicians close to the book project and steeped in traditional
music, from France, Canada and including James Dumbleton based in Guernsey
formed a group to perform a number of the pieces from the book. bringing the \
music back to life, interpreted in a contemporary style The concert performed at St
James was very well received and supported by a workshop at Castle Cornet. music
is clearly a great way to keep Guernesiais alive.
LIHOU ( GUERNSEY LANGUAGE MUSIC AND WORKSHOP)

Valr Earth Fair 2019
Having been part of the Guernsey festival
calendar for 42 years, the VEF provides an
exciting event to showcase local musicians,
giving them the opportunity to play on a
professional standard stage. Bringing over
international and UK acts provides
inspiration to those who attend, a perfect
example recently being Mura Masa who
stated the VEF to be one of the reasons he
began playing music. All arts are welcome
and integrated into the event, with
volunteers from all different backgrounds
creating the setting for the event.
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THE GREENHOUSE GALLERY
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The GAC benefit from gallery space located within Guernsey Museums and Art
Galleries. The greenhouse gallery is dedicated to the benefit of local artists and
art enthusiasts. The space gives exposure to local artists, as well as being valuable
space for festivals such as the Guernsey Photography Festival and is wide-ranging
in artistic styles of exhibitions. The gallery aims to promote, nurture, inform and
educate through its programme. There is a charge to visit the museum and it is
non-commercial. However the GAC and arts community very much benefit from
this valuable space. The greenhouse gallery encourages artists talks and we
encourage the art teachers to bring student groups to study the exhibitions.
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The gallery aims to promote, nurture, inform and educate through its programme.
The Exhibitions are wide and varied constantly looking to attract a wider audience,
We encourage Art educators to use the gallery to offer inspiration and debate.
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The gallery is a vital and important space for local Artists and the wider Arts
Community. The gallery is gifted to the GAC from Guernsey Museums and
exhibitions were sponsored by Art Foundation Guernsey in 2019 for which we are
very thankful.
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Jeni Snell – Achtung Baby(0066)

QUOTES

20

January 2019 – 17th March
Jenni Snell, locally born artist now lives and practices in
London We were delighted to welcome Jeni Snell back to
Guernsey for her exhibition Achtung Baby! Jeni’s work is
inspired by her sense of place & self. The exhibition offered
opportunity for us to explore Jeni’s self-expression through
her art but also to ponder & reflect on the influences which
shape each & every one of us, & how this is reflected back to
theworld. Whilst the exhibition was on Jenni was interviewed
by London based Polish artist Anka Dabrowska. To an
audience of artists, students and students, giving further
insite into her practise.
https://www.artlyst.com. Article titles Artist to Artist – Interview with Guernsey
born Jeni Snell by Anka Dabrowska. The greenhouse exhibition was the first
showing of her work locally for a number of years. Her Arts practise is
influenced by her childhood in Guernsey, particularly by the military fortifications
(sense of place) and by her sexuality (Sense of Self). During the exhibition we
hosted an artist talk in the Frossard theatre with was attended by 50 people.
Where Jeni was nterviewed by a Polish artist;
Anka Dabrowska who is also based in London. the audience were keen to learn
about Jeni`s art, her experiences as a local artist based in London, and her
experiences growing up as part of the LGBGTQ community, in attendance were 3
teachers from La Mare De Carteret, who particularly were interested in
understanding how they could help give confidence to their students who are
part of this community. A 16 page booklet was produced, with a number being
circulated to schools and Youth Commission.

'Love the 80s pop and cultural
references. Love also how you have
used the most destructive thinking we
have (war) to create some beautiful
pieces of art. Thank You'

'The more I see it the more I love it.
I love how all the concepts come
together in one body of work.'

'Beautiful art work'

'Wow love it'

'Amazing and colourful!'

'Fantastic!'

'Makes you think deeply about the
beauty of life and the darker side. Very
interesting ‘lust’ references. Great.'
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QUOTES

Aaron Yeandle – Chimera (0067)

34

22nd March – 19th May

Chimera is an anthropological, social and historical
Photographic project, which delves into the unseen
world of Guernsey’s community of make believe history
and fantasy. Guernsey is steeped in a rich History of
pride and allure. This Photographic project observes on
how the past, present and the future can be brought to
life, through imagination and fabrication.
The project Chimera, glimpses into a world that is inhabited by all ages and vocational
interests. This enchanted world and its people are all linked by one thing alone, which is
the magical realm of dress up.
The concept of costumes has been a long-standing tradition and has numerous
connotations for me. There seems to be some type of mortal enthralment through
the process of dressing up. Historically, people have been dressing up for hundreds
of years. Over the last few decades, dressing in a particular costume has become very
popular, with many different types of people from all walks of life beginning to dress in
costumes.

'Thank you Aaron for letting me be a
part of your project. Its fantastic.'

'The show is awesome Aaron, its great
to see so many local cosplayers
together Thank you'
'Very powerful, great depth.'

'I had no idea that guernsey was home to
so many people who like cosplay / period
costume. So many different genres, like the
juxtaposition of the clothing and the
suburban environment.'

There are many questions, on why we feel the need to dress up and how it makes us
feel as individuals or as a group. Is there an unconscious human need to dress up and
escape our customary world? Or indeed by the power of a costume, it can transport
our body and mind into a world of make believe and fantasy, where anything can be
possible. We can transport ourselves to any part of history or future, or even an
aberration world of paradise.
The project Chimera is photographed in people’s homes juxtaposing their private and
home spaces, which has linked all of the historical and fantasy costumes together.
Taking the portraits in peoples homes, has given us a small yet thought-provoking
glimpse into the Guernsey home of the 21st century. Chimera has become a historical
Chimera: The photographic project created by Aaron Yeandle was focused on
the showcasing the hidden life of local people that dress up in costume. The little
know side of guernsey people included 100 poetries. The exhibition was well
received by the models in the photographs and the visitors to the exhibition.
Allowing the viewer to have a fun experience and identified part of their life’s
that usually stays hidden. .

'Superb exhibition a
fascinating insight into the
wonderful characters of
Guernsey.'
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Guernsey Museums and Art Gallery
Guernsey Goes East (0068)
23rd May – 21st July

The Japanese exhibition has been curated by the Guernsey Museum. The greenhouse
gallery being gifted by the Museum to the Guernsey Arts Commission, last year we had
the pleasure to exhibit works from the Japanese collection at the museum.

'The exhibition explores the connections between Guernsey and Japan, using as a focal
point the Japanese House and Temple which were built in Saumarez Park. A tremendous amount of work has gone on behind the scenes, including partial re-constructions
of both buildings. Inside the re-constructed house display, visitors can see the original
paper screens which have been carefully restored for the occasion'.
Museum quote
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The Student Exhibition
Shape & Form (0069)

QUOTES

25th July 2019 – 1st September

The GAC team visit the final year shows at The Grammar School, Ladies College,
Elizabeth College and the College of Further Education this year 15 students pieces
were brought together to celebrate the creativity, technical ability and individulism
coming from our schools and colleges, The exhibition was differse with Sculpture,
photography, paintings, Film and graphics, The exhibition gave young Artists the
opportunity to exhibit outside of education for the first time, and the public an insight
into the high level of art and design being produced from within our schools and
Colleges. We thank both the Students and lecturers for the support and enthusiasm we
receive when visiting the shows to chose the final pieces.
Our Annual student exhibition draws on the final key pieces from across the Islands
final year Arts and Design shows. The exhibition aims to highlight the creativity,
technical ability and wide range of pieces produced by the students. For many
students this is their first experience and insight into displaying their work within a
gallery. We must congratulate not only the students, but also Art educators across
our island schools and colleges, who are so welcoming and clearly have so much
enthusiasm and passion in helping the students develop their creativity and technical
skills, which constantly amaze us.

“The exhibition is a celebration of new and upcoming talent
and highlights the quality and diversity of the work
produced each year”.

'A wonderful exhibition showcasing
some excellent art work from local
students. Thoroughly enjoyed!'

'This exhibition is fabulous, the work is
all so divers and really makes you retch
your emotions'.

'Impressive art work for students'

'Wonderful works of art, very inspiring.
Good luck to all in your studies & life.'
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Gary Wearing
Number Nineteen (0070)
6th September – 20th October

'Gary was born in Guernsey, in 1947, the second child of Rose and Sid Wearing.
After attending junior school Gary went to the Grammar school, here he grew his
hair and immersed himself in the music of the day, in particular The Beatles the Rolling
Stones, Jimi Hendrix and Bob Dylan. Music became a lifelong passion along with his Art.
He was very knowledgeable about the history of Art along with the Artists whose work
he enjoyed, and spent a lot of time when out of the Island, visiting Exhibitions and Galleries. On of his favourite artist's w,as Francis Bacon.
Gary did well at the Grammar but excelled in Art in particular, and was keen to go to Art
College. He was lucky enough to be selected for the very well respected, Ravensbourne
College of Art in London. He did well there, but the tutors pointed him in the direction
of Graphic arts, feeling that was where his talent lay. Gary himself had always wanted
to pursue A career in Fine Art, and became disillusioned, so he dropped out of college
before attaining his degree. ·
Gary found a job working for the London Borough of Bromley Library Service, and it
was here that I met him. After a couple of years, we married and returned to Guernsey.
Gary tried a few temporary jobs, but eventually took a job working at Number Nineteen
Records, in the Pollet, a perfect job for him, as he could indulge his love of music and
still continue to Paint and Draw in his spare time. He worked there for around 25 years
until the shop was closed. Number Nineteen still holds a special place in many people's
hearts, as the place they bought their first record and hung out, on a Saturday.
Over time, he produced a large body of work, and developed his preferred style using
a combination of coloured pencils, felt tips, and Gel pens. Music still dominated his life,
and he managed to combined his love of both, drawing Rock Heroes, although he also
produced many animal drawings, portraits of actors, fine art and other more
experimental styles.
Gary was a private and modest person, very few people knew of his artistic talents,
when some his colleagues saw them after he died, they were very surprised at the
quality and suggested that I should show them to a wider audience, I would like to
thank the Guernsey Arts Commission and Arts Foundation Guernsey for this
opportunity to do just that.'
Alpha Wearing
Gary Wearing work has not been exhibited before. Gary was a very talented artist, but
through his lifetime chose not to exhibit his work publicly, he was known to the majority
of Guernsey residents as the manager of NO.19 record store where he worked for over
25 years. Gary developed a unique style working with coloured pencils and felt tip pens,
to produce stunning portraits of music icons. The exhibition has been incredibly
popular with local and visiting music and Art fans. The exhibition gave a view into a
talented artist, who chose not to pursue Art as a career but for the enjoyment of
creating for his own pleasure.

QUOTES
'I lived across the road from Gary whilst
growing up. My parents encourage me to
come and visit this exhibition. I am very glad
i did as i never realised I lived this close to
such an amazing artist. Amazing work'
'I really enjoyed Gary's artwork, it captures
the soul of the artist in the eyes, awesome'
'Cant believe how great an artist Gary
was. Also a great human being'
'Amazing memory of a great artist'
'Wonderful exhibition so much talent'

'Bloody Brilliant'
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Frances Lemmon
William Le Lacheur The Land He Loved
(0071)
25th October 2019 – 31st December 2019

William Le Lacheur – The Land He Loved.
William Le Lacheur became a national hero in Costa Rica and is credited with
transforming that country from being the poorest in Central America to the
wealthiest, in less than a quarter of a century. William Le Lacheur's ships went on to
feature on Costa Rican bank notes and postage stamps during the 19th and 20th
centuries. Whilst here in Guernsey his land of birth he is largely a forgotten figure.
Frances` project aimed to bring the significance and scale of his endeavours and
legacy back into the consciousness of our community, recognising and celebrating
his great achievements. This exhibition focused on the life of William Le Lacheur
from his early years in the Forest Parish through to his Costa Rican trade with
Costa Rica.
We were thrilled when Mr Rafael Ortiz Fábrega the Costa Rican Ambassador to the
UK arranged his visit to Guernsey ahead of Costa`s 2021 bicentenary, reaching
out to establish a relationship with Guernsey through this rich shared heritage. The
Exhibition, was opened by The Bailiff of Guernsey Sir Richard Collas, and attended
by His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, Sir Ian Cordor along with His Excellency
Mr Rafael Ortiz Fábrega the Costa Rican Ambassador to the UK and Jorge Aguilar,
Minister Counsellor Costa Rica embassy.
A number of schools visited U3A arranged a private viewing. We will continue to
foster opportunities with Costa Rica and currently Tim Wright Head of Guernsey
Music Service is investigating the possibility of fostering a music connection.
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QUOTES

' A lovely exhibition showing the heart and
respect for William Le Lacheur. Frances' depiction of the
Guernsey Landscape are full of warmth and deeply observed colors' Edward Calcutt ( Great - great grandson
of William Le Lecheur )

'Thank you for honouring our mother Joan
Ozanne who began this journey to celebrate
William Le Lacheur'

' Makes you proud to be a Guernsey man'

' Interesting - little known part of Guernsey’s historical
connections'

' Excellent hope to see more Guernsey
history Exhibitions'

'Lovely exhibition and great cultural
information'

'Lovely exhibition and great cultural
information'
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John Gainsford performed an extract from the life of
William Le Lacheur – A play written by the late Joan Ozanne.

My interest in William Le Lacheur started in 2015 when I was commissioned by the late
Joan Ozanne MBE to paint two oil paintings for the Forest School. One was of William
Le Lacheur and the other was of his ship The Monarch, together they hang in the foyer
of Forest School.
The portrait of William Le Lacheur intrigued me and as she was always willing and
happy to share her enthusiasm for the subject, Joan told me more about this famous
Guernsey man and his endeavours.
The more I found out about him, the more I realised that not many people knew this
story and so began a journey to reach William Le Lacheur’s Costa Rica – a journey that
was realised last January through the Guernsey Arts
Commission when I set off for San Ramon for a three week art residency. Whilst in San
Ramon I lived with a local family, which had a space to paint in and
curated a pop-up exhibition of my sketches in San Ramon Regional Museum.
Throughout 2019, as part of their ongoing collaboration with Art for Guernsey, 16 local
schools also studied William Le Lacheur’s legacy. The pupils produced artworks
inspired by his lifetime achievements in Costa Rica. The project also included a
Football Festival where hundreds of children played with their own designed shirts
inspired by the special relationship between Costa Rica and Guernsey. It culminated in
a shared exhibition in June 2019 of the student’s work and my paintings of Costa Rica.
Finally, this exhibition looks at the various different aspects of William Le Lacheur;
humble Guernsey man, ambitious entrepreneur, political champion but above all things,
a true humanitarian.
I would like to thank the Guernsey Arts Commission and Arts Foundation Guernsey for
enabling this exhibition to happen.
My thanks also to Guernsey Museums and Galleries, Art for Guernsey, Melissa Mourton,
Armanda Vargas-Araya, Sheila Pacheco, Peter Lyons, David Ummels, Gillian Lenfestey,
Sian Ellis and Isabel Chaves for their individual contributions to this project.

Frances Lemmon
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
REDWOOD POLLONATER PROJECT

Following the very successful Christmas card initiative held with primary school
children in 2018, we were delighted to again partner with The Redwood Group on a
further initiative. The Redwood Group were very keen to develop a project with a
message and suggested teaming up with the Pollinator project, developing a creative
project that would be fun, accessible and at the same time have the ability to educate
about the importance of bees within our eco system and encourage proactivity around
planting bee friendly wildflowers both at home and in the school environment.
From a template Young people from all Primary schools were asked to be creative and
create a bumblebee based on one of the 6 commonly found in the Island. The GAC
were happy to produce the Artwork material for this and facilitate the entries coming
back to the office. We were astounded with the response receiving back 985 entries
which when laid out for judging covered the whole of the greenhouse gallery floor area.
The overall won a £500 GROW limited voucher for their school and every young person
who entered received a packet of bee-friendly seeds to plant and create their own
pollinator patch courtesy of the Redwood Group.
All the bees were then brought together to create a wonderful display at Le Friquet
Garden Centre. The team from the pollinator project were then on hand to further
promote and bring awareness to their initiative and also visited the schools to thank the
young people and further inform on the project.
The GAC team were delighted to work with Tess Bisson from The Redwood Group who
financially supported the project, Vanessa Crispini and her team from the Pollinator
project Le Friquet Garden Centre for hosting the wonderful display.

978
Children took
part in creating
the Bees
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OUR FRAGILE PLANET

Towards the end of 2018 Jean Owen and Tim Wright (Guernsey symphony orchestra)
approached the GAC. Jean had for a long time had the seed of a concept to present
a classical concert, with the aim of communicating the importance of looking after our
fragile planet in a creative way. From early on the idea that the concert with the
support of other organisations within the arts community could become multimedia
was formed, that visual art exhibitions could be created around the event and the
opportunity for environmental groups to hold talks over the weekend of the concert
would not only communicate the importance of looking after our environment but also
educate and inform on actions that we all could take.
It was clear that all who were approached by Tim or the GAC were keen to be involved.
Tim and Jean developed a superb musical programme to include a 20 strong choir
from Elizabeth College, dancers from the College of FE, voices of Bel Canto,
photographic backdrops by Spectrum Guernsey, Karl Taylor, Photography, Mandy
Barker, Christopher Tostevin-Hall and Sue Daly as well as footage from Peter Watson
and two world class artworks of Korean born cutting-edge contemporary artist Jeon
Nak provided by Art For Guernsey.
4 exhibitions were then created in close proximity to St James: Adam Stephens from
the Gatehouse gallery hosted the In Shape exhibition created by Art for Impact
-experimental pieces based on the environment. Guernsey Art Network created the
Stairwell exhibition within St James. The GAC hosted an exhibition by students from
L Mare De Carteret and Les Beaucamps in the Royal Court Grand Hall with the kind
permissions of the Bailiffs office. The Guernsey photography Festival hosted an
exhibition entitled SOUP within the Sunken Gardens by acclaimed international artist
Mandy Barker, which the GAC co- sponsored with Healthspan. Mandy Barker also gave
a talk to 200 students on her environmental photography.
The GAC coordinated and hosted the environmental talks over the weekend of the
concert including the Biodiversity Partnership Group and DolFin Project presenting
updates on local marine life and citizen science, GSPCA, Donkey Divers, Pick it up
Guernsey along with music and talk by Kiya Ashton on her songs about the
environment, creative activities at Candie museum.
Jean`s long-time friend and influence for the concert explorers Peter Watson and
Captain Simon Lucas presented a talk, including their own video footage, of their
journey to Antarctica.
The GAC also took on the role of coordinating and promoting the wider activity through
the production of posters, and programmes.
The initiative was a great example of the arts and ecological communities coming
together to produce a multi-media event. Using the Arts for enjoyment, conversation,
debate and education.

64

65

66

OUR FRAGILE PLANET

The following organisations were involved in putting the weekend together:
•

Art for Guernsey

•

Arts for Impact

•

Bel Canto Choir

•

Biodiversity Partnership

•

College of Further Education

•

DolFin Project

•

Donkey Divers

•

Elizabeth College

•

Gate House Gallery

•

GSPCA

•

Guernsey Art Network

•

Guernsey Arts Commission

•

Guernsey Biological Records Centre

•

Guernsey Museums and Galleries

•

Guernsey Photography Festival

•

Guernsey Symphony Orchestra

•

Le Mare De Carteret School

•

Les Beaucamps School

•

Nature Guernsey (part of Le Societe)

•

Pick It Up Guernsey

•

Spectrum Guernsey

•

St James Concert and Assembly Hall
Photograph taken by Paul Chambers
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ART ON THE BEACH

After having to forfeit the event in 2018 due to the weather, Art on the Beach was
back for 2019 and proved to be just as popular as previous years. We were grateful
to have a sunny (if windy!) day on Vazon Bay, allowing all activities to take place for the
500 or so people who attended.
Although a simple concept, Art on the Beach has proven to be a popular event, and
one that brings a diverse mix of the island together to indulge in creativity and some
healthy competition. Guernsey is beautiful place to be, and being able to create using
the surroundings is something we are lucky to be able to do. We saw this as good reason to use those surroundings as our
influence for this year’s events, focusing on what we love about the island, the wildlife
that surrounds us and ways to protect it.
As it tradition, the sandcastle took place this year with a theme of “Our Island”; we saw
donkeys, crabs, fruit baskets, mermaids and Guernsey itself take shape using sand and
found beach items. To ensure there was something for everyone, we also had several
beach themed craft activities (including Message on a Flag), the talents of artists from
Zone Comics creating magnificent chalk art on the wall and musicians throughout the
day with the Vale Earth Fair
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ARTS SUNDAY
Arts for Everyone

QUOTES
“Thank you so much for letting us take
part in this year’s Arts Sunday. It was
brilliant! Exceptionally well organised.
Please thank all the volunteers on our
behalf, they were so helpful”

The annual Arts Sunday event, in its 9th year, was once again a roaring success
amongst all those involved and attending, with over 80 stalls showcasing locally
produced arts, crafts and home-made products, 200 performers and 10,000 people
attending throughout the day. The event aims to provide a space for local art and
crafts producers to showcase their talents for everyone to enjoy in a fun, free and
accessible way.
In order to maximise our message of Art for Everyone, this year we worked heavily with
The Guernsey Disability Alliance and their member organisations in order to promote
inclusivity within the arts in Guernsey. Measures taken included creating extra blue
badge parking areas, creating a quiet area within Town Church which featured poetry
and prose, and promoting the Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Scheme, both to the
stallholders who took part and the public.
As well as using the platform to promote our message of inclusivity, we also had the
pleasure to host the wealth of talent Guernsey has to offer. Arts Sunday is a day to
celebrate our local crafters, musicians, performers and artists’ talents. The arts’ market
allows an enormous selection of artisan creations to be showcased: Guernsey crafts,
home-bakes, exquisite gems, textiles and home fabrics and many painters, graphic
designers and illustrators of a variety of genres. This is their platform to launch a new
idea, and it’s the Guernsey Arts Commission’s remit to provide this, for free, to
up-and-coming new crafters and artisans, whilst promoting the arts and culture in
Guernsey.
The GAC Performance stages saw some brilliant veteran and new performers, showing
their talents in song, dance and theatrics. This included the Arts Sunday House Band
with a Sing and Sign along set. Being able to see the entire crowd getting involved with
the music being performed, whether it be singing, learning new sign language or
carrying the beat, was a highlight for all who were there.
Arts Sunday is a joyous day designed to allow everyone there to get involved in some
way. Next year sees the 10th anniversary, and the GAC plans to ensure the best event
yet with plenty to get involved in!

“My daughter brought her baby
son down and commented on the
amount and excellent quality of
the entertainment. We are looking
forward to next year”

“It was a very enjoyable event, for
our young musicians especially,
many of whom were inspired by the
opportunity to perform in public.
Thank you!”
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CASTLE NIGHTS

GET CREATIVE

Within the beautiful setting of the South Battery in Castle Cornet, an annual summer
treat returned. While the evening summer sun hits, KPMG Castle Nights provides the
perfect setting to catch up with friends, watch some of the best local talent and enjoy
a little picnic.

The GAC has been working in partnership with the Youth Commission and chosen
professional artists and organisations in order to continue Get Creative, sessions available to young people for free in order to have an opportunity to experience different
creative activities. These workshops are import to allow the young people who attend a
taste of an activity that they may have not thought they were able to do, and to utilise
the arts to create something that the young people can be proud of.

For the 8th year the Guernsey Arts Commission was invited to host a guest stage at
KPMG Castle Nights, which took part on 4 Fridays over summer. The GAC Acoustic
Stage provides an opportunity for all musicians in the island to showcase their talent to
the 1000 or more visitors at each event, and provides a platform for the positive recognition of the GAC with the Guernsey music community.
We thank both Nick Creed and Jane Livermore of Absolute Marketing, KPMG for continuing to support this fantastic event, and Heritage for allowing the event to take place
in the beautiful setting of the castle. Castle Nights sees over 6000 people enjoy live
music across four nights during the summer.

As well as being able to try new activities and achieve an end result, these sessions are
also important to create a space where young people get the opportunity to socialise
with their peers from across the island, learn to work collaboratively to achieve an outcome and create a space where they feel they are able to communicate freely.
Workshops in 2019 were:
HUGH ROSE – A Hero’s Journey
Young people were supported by the artist to create a professional table top
O
game, with the young people leading the creative process. The young people involved
in the session created the concept, the artwork and the process of the game through
working together and trial and error.
SCHOOL OF POPULAR MUSIC – Modern Composition
A 12 week workshop led by DJ and produced Jim Robins had the aim to explore
the process of writing and recording music through a variety of different techniques.
The introduction was one that allowed young people the opportunity of exploring techniques not normally available to them.
O

CHESHIRE DRAMATIC ARTS ACADAMY – Think Outside the Box
This workshop helped the young people who attended to build a rapport with
each other, and led them to create a performance based on the title Think Outside The
Box. While making the decisions on the story that was to be performed, the teachers
from CDAA helped teach and progress their acting skills, all of which resulted in a performance for family at the end of the course.
O

The Youth Commission for Guernsey and Alderney is
delighted to work in partnership with the GAC on our
Get Creative project. The projects are designed to
give young people the opportunity to work with
professional artist to develop new skills and create
exciting projects. Without the support of the GAC
this project would not be possible, and we are
grateful for the effort of the GAC team for helping
identify and deliver exciting projects for young
people across the island.”
Aaron Davies – Service Lead, The Youth Commission
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Kindred Sessions

The Kindred Centre is at the heart of Les Genets estate, and for 7 years the Guernsey
Arts Commission has funded the Art Club in conjunction with the Youth Commission.
These sessions allow the young people in the surrounding area to express themselves
creatively on a weekly basis with a variety of projects, while developing their friendships
and social skills. Creativity allows children the opportunity to express themselves, a
hugely important area of childhood development. These sessions continue to provide
this opportunity for free to those who wish to attend.
QUOTES (why I like art club):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We do lots of art stuff
I like everything because I love art!
Because I like making things
I like art club because I like art and crafts
I like to do art
It is so fun
We get to make new friends
Club is good. I like to come to club every week because it is fun to come to
It is so fun
Because I like to make new things

“It is a wonderful opportunity to engage in all things
creative with young people, and while at times the
sessions present their own challenges, we overcome
these and see the same faces returning week after
week, with new children joining on a regular basis.
The children make great achievements in the
beautiful and varied work that they create, and are
always very proud to take their work home at the
end of the session.
I believe that creativity and the opportunity to
express one’s self creatively plays a vital role in
the mental, physical and emotional development of
everyone, children and adults alike.”
Joe Kincaid, Kindred Sessions lead Artist
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THE COMMUNITY ARTS FESTIVAL

2019 saw the launch of The Community Arts Festival at St James, supported by Guernsey Arts Commission. With St James providing the venue, and the GAC providing financial support, this event was a prime example of maximising what the creative community can achieve when combining assets. The focus of the weekend was to promote all
arts and crafts across the island, and provide opportunity for workshops and information for all.
One individual had decided to pop up after recently retiring, and finally having weekends to themselves after 20 years. They used the event to try out new creative activities that could be their hobby going forward, and allow them some “me time”. Creativity
gives everyone the opportunity to take an activity and use that time to express and
relax, and an event such as this allows access to those.
There was a steady attendance throughout the day, with those visiting sticking around
for hours at a time in order to get involved with all activities on offer.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aaron Yeandle
Michelle Stringer
Adam Stephens
Sarnia Arts & Crafts
Bridget Spinney
Tantale’s Graham Duerden
Guernsey Art Network
The Creation Station
Iris and Dora
Zone Comics
Jenny Mahy
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All who attended, and those who couldn’t make it, have expressed their wanting for this
to become an annual event, and the Guernsey Arts Commission look forward to
providing the opportunity to support this event for years to come.
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PUBLIC ART
Victor Hugo, Man on a Bench
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We are delighted to report fundraising for the project is now complete and the Artist
Mark Cook has created the clay sculptures of Victor Hugo and the Octopus which have
been delivered to the fundry for casting in bronze. A piece of Guernsey granite has
been secured.
Final planning permission is now in process and we are looking to unveil the bench
during the Victor Hugo in Guernsey`s weekend seminar event at the end of June.

Artist Mark Cook
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PIANO PROJECT
AIRPORT TERMINAL

Guernsey Arts Commission presents the piano project. Earlier this year the GAC
organised an opportunity for local artists to put forward their ideas to design the
Artwork for a Piano to be placed at the Guernsey Airport Terminal. With a final
public vote, Artist Chris Simcox was chosen to recreate his concept on the Piano and
has produced an extraordinary Art work, which depicts a walk-through Guernsey
landscape from dawn to dusk. The painting is of a bright nature colourful a full of life.
The images on the piano creates a movement from one place to another in a fluid and
musical way.
The piano is not only beautiful as a work of visual public art it also serves as a musical
instrument filling the space with sound and energy. The piano will be placed at the
airport for the public to see and musicians to have an opportunity to play. All around
the world there are beautiful pianos placed in public spaces, bringing a lively
atmosphere in the area. The Guernsey Airport is about to become one of those places
where Art and people come together.
Artist statement:
I’m interested in colour, line and shape in the context of the landscapes that surround
us whether it’s urban or the natural environment. To reveal what maybe hidden and
strip back, to discover the multi-layered world that surrounds us. This kind of leads
me to become fascinated with mixing shapes and constructions with the playful use
of colour, texture and line. I also have a keen interest in illustration, graphic design and
drawing, especially birds.

The Guernsey Arts Commission would like to thank the
Arts Foundation Guernsey for funding the project and the Team at
Guernsey Airport for their help and support in realizing the initiative.
And of course Artist Chris Simcox for creating such a wonderful
piece of Art.

108

We would like to thank the following

sponsors and supporters throughout 2019

All the commissioners and volunteers

KPMG

Absolute Marketing

Linx Communications

Art for Guernsey

MIND Guernsey

Arts Foundation Guernsey

Nordben Asset Management

Bailiwick Express

Norman Piette

BBC Guernsey

Princess Royal Centre for Performing Arts

Beau Sejour

Redwood Risk Management

Bureau des Iles Anglo-Normandes

Rickety Bridge

Ciara Harnden External Affairs

Rozenn Chambard Opera de Rennes

College of Further Education Art Department

St James

College of Further Education Performing Arts Students

St Peter Port Constables

Elizabeth College Art Department

The Bailiff’s Chambers

Grammar School & Sixth Form Centre Art Department

The Committee for Economic Development

Guernsey Community Foundation

The Committee for Education, Sport and Culture

Guernsey Museums and Art Gallery

The Guernsey Community Foundation

Guernsey Press

The Ladies’ College Guernsey Art Department

His Excellency Lieutenant Governor Sir Ian Corder and Lady Corder

The Pollinator Project

Hope for a Child

The Victor Hugo in Guernsey Society

Island FM

Visit Guernsey

Investec

Waitrose Guernsey

Channel TV

Youth Commission for Guernsey and Alderney

Jack Honeybill Town Centre Partnership
John Rampling Trust
Jorge Aguilar - Minister Counsellor and Consul General, Embassy of Costa Rica
Mark Guillou
Morgane Rouet - Rennes Metropole

